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d; 28 becomiug presidential ap-

postage and mail segviee of the United States.
thore changes waa a Large reduction of ge. Anoth-

regulations requiring the new contractor 1o take the stage
stock of his predecessor. ‘This e u
the contracts of 1845 in New Eugland and New York,
the first section let under that law, more than $250,000,
law of 1843 was that requiring a classification
of the railroud service, and fixing the ioaximum price of
those classes. The effect of these laws greatly diminish-
ed the price of mail transportation, and aided in bringing
s0 soon’ the expenses of the service within the income
derived from the reduced postage; so that now, though
the amount of service is greatly enhanced, its expense
bears no onding E on.
“I'be mail contracts, which are for four years, are made
one section in each year; so that the whole service had
undergone the process of reduction, under the operalion
of these luws, in June, 18458. There the condition
of the depariment is, as it wasexpected to be, found most
favorable 1o its expenses at the close of the year endinq
June 30, 1849, The nctual cost for each mile the mai
was transported in the year preceding June, 1845, was

1545, the cost per mile of the mail transp

Su:Thu:ghrol o?uiathﬂnihd&m-u
the close of 5‘ 80, 1849, 16,747
e been V31 odonsd 334 dssontinned

within the W an of 688,
The number of i within the year
ending rjuqu 30, }Nm&u number 9’."18&

Lepinel S R o et o
movals; i of mu expired and not renewed ; 26

) lor_lbcinw n?llur of the d.p.ﬂ-cnl. the :
receipts from e. [t becomes
estimate M%onnl.%

bing e oo of 118 1 S o4
income
adding thereto the llm_m‘m cent. of P I{:tlwﬂ
shows on the Iluﬁd:ﬁ.
had passed, and the two preceding years showed
re than the regilar and natural increase keeping
pace with the growth of the country. The i
mmu&lﬁﬁd owing E}' tempo-
w ave passed by, Some

more safe basis of estimation must be found.
To exhibit separately the increase in the revenue de-
7 postage, and from printed matter, the fol.
of com lowing comparison is instituted between the past and pre-
pointments, by income exceeding $1,000; and 921 of new | cedi

incrense
The effect from reduction of

k
nerease

In 15845 important changes were made by law in the

Year rud-
One of ing June

!

P

Lettor postnge, luelus

, and almost im L one the pecuniar
:'aq:nim of po:hn in _poq q.ﬁ
mail service 4o b veol

" w'
the wode of conveyance, and abolishing the previous

ing June | iscrea e,

Yeur c.sd-J Hate of

- | 84,117,

48, 1,50, 1849,
g8,85, 15 9-10
819,016 [ 6 7-10
679

N
767,
$AT0LTE [ 1 20

to which it is mainl

1t will be observed that the letier age increased in
’ 5:. 2-10 per cent,, and that the aggregate in-

The rate of increase upon letters being extrzordinary
ch beyond the natural growth of our population
and business, and being double that of the previous year,

to continue, nl:lpecaluy as the causes

These were the re
1548, which was s postal
Britain in February, 1849, and the greater frequency of
uced by the Presidential canvass in the
In estimating the revenue for the current
year, it will therefore be necessary to assume somethi
like the natural increase of the revenue as the basis ol
To aecertain as nearly as may be whatis
that natural rate of increase, | tnke the aggregate revenue
from postages, yearly since the redoction on the first of

'?ln dants one mil, and, tndss lluo?ermm of the laws July, 1545, and show what has been the annual rates of

ve o operat
nct of the 27th June,
treaty with Great

[}
4 :I’una lust, was five cents six mills, making a difference :J?
two and one half cents per mile, being more than one

quarter.
The number of mail routes in the United States on the
first day of July, 1840, was 4,043, and the number of

miles

miles at the cost of $2,428,515, which makes the ave
cost of transporting the mail last year five cents six mills
per mile. To this should be added the transporiation of
the_fol mail, by Southampton, to Bremen, and the
mail fr harleston and Savannah to-Havana, and also
:he transportation of the mail across the isthmus of Pan-
ama; all which is done at the expense of this department
1o ihe amount of §255,602,

The extent and cost of this service the past year, as
compared with that of the year preceding, will most
clearly seen by a tabular view.

| 1848, 1840,

Yelrlrudin; Jums.nw. ;3&6

contracis 4,100, The length of these routes was 167,707

Revenue. I-Ilwwnu [I"l’. oi'ge.
B3, 443,840

L8,K82, 117 §088,277 | 11 27-100

4,17 245,528 | 7 43-10

4,T00,778) 534,189 | 14 20-100

- - 10 98-100

- ot 9 85100

Un these routes the mail was transported 42,547,069 |

June, 1549, near|
that there were 1

The aversge of the years 1847 and IS-I-.S appears 1o be
per cent., and of the three years ending 30th
yllwmt.;hutuﬂt;uhuqn whn

oS L} B
es of the r endin
10 hksyi.inpnr mg a& the rate,
omitling the fraction, and the revenue of 1545 as the
basis for estimating the revenue for the year ending 30th
June, 1850, thua: R
Revenue from postages, year ending June 30,

Add 9 per cent. -

Revenue for year 1849

| Miles. Cost. Miles. | Cost.
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amounted o §4,005,176 25, derived from the following
sources:

Newspaper und pamphlet postnge

H18,016 2
Miscellaneons items 125 2

Add 9 per cent. -
Probable revenne for year ending June 30,
1850 - - -

this department that

The gross re;emi;l"ii.ﬁ;rF;M&“Jum‘ 50, 1840,

0 In
30th June,

84,117,689 00
- 370,887 00

natural increase - 488,236 00
T ) e G &

- 4,592,166 00

To this ndd balance on hand Jone 30, 1849 - 691,682 70
Appropriation for free mauer for depart- -
ments [or the year ending June 30, 1 . 200,000 00

§6,788,848 70

Deduet expeoditures before staved - - 4,780,188 13

Leaving » balance on the 30th June, 1850, of §1,083,700 &7
Rate of postage

long 10 have been the received principle in
its expenses should hen.lw:ﬁu h!r
iun.hmd by , and nll exer-
tions a the improvement and extension of the service are
to be limited to, and fall within such recei

ion of the community without
10 be that Guer{! Post Office, being for the dissemi-

The opin-
P“‘l is ‘htlg:d

is not

e
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

The nuoe of 1o person will be entercd upon our bophs unless Uiv
» of the suls be wade 4o ad

Distand subscribers may frwand us woney by letier, the postage
vin whiah will be paid by us, aud all risk ssswined by oumsalves i lis
PAL UL R

4 The COUNTRY PAFER ks published wi-weekly durisg the ses
during e recess.

sions of Congoas, and
Bubscriptions fur o poriod less than 8 yesr will be reccived on

torine properiioned 10 1he above annunl rakes.
CO=POSTMABTERS are authorined 10 act as our agenis ; and, by

sending us rive DAILY subscrib with §50 I o FLYR
BEMI-WEEKL Y subscribers, with 5 enclosed ; or rive WEEKL Y
, with §10 enclosed, will b entithesd 10 one copy of

suing cdition as ey Muruksh us sabecribers for, pratie,

tributed entirely by the latier postage in this manaer: By
aw two cents each is allowed an? postuaster for lbe
delivery of a free lutier or package if lis income does not
lleuddtl,nw per annum.  The proportion of these free
papers dehvered by postmasters of #2000 ncome, will
not exceed one-lenth. Two cenls each on the foregoing
number, deducting oue-tenth, was #v3,161, which s #e
tually paid to postmasters for delivering this (ree matter,
out of money received for letter postage. Thus itap.
pears thut for the delivery of nine-tenths of the millions
of printed speeches, franked and transported in the mails,
without com| u, (the printing of whioh cost abont
one cenl, J) there 15 paid two cenls each, not by
the who uudl.oﬂblr the person who recesves i, o
by the country l.lflill:cllll. ic service, but by those who
postage ‘on their private correspondence. )
l;gu is to decide whu!hal‘: the franking by its members
is & vifuable public service proper W continue; and
it ix not intended to make any remark on that lopic
Were it abolished, there would pl:uhhly he very
such matter printed.  But the postage on the re
mainder, together with that on the mrmruruknce of the
members and the relief of the-expense ol the Lransporta-
tion and delivery of this franked matter, wonld enabi
the Department 10 sustain itsell, though the postage were
materially reduced on letiers. hqt if Congress continue
this franking as a valuable public service, it is but just
and proper that the letter correspondence, by a reduction
on its postage, be relieved from its support; and that pro-
vision he made therefor in the same manner that other
branches of public service are sustained. -
Another great additional demaund of pablie service by
the Post Oﬁce Department, without compensation, is
made this year—that is, the transmission of all the blanks,
, and corresy uired in taking the census
of 1850., Three thousand reams of these blanks are al-

ready enguged.

ll{u been said that the newspaper and pamphlet post.

age is not in proportion to the cost of their transpartation ;
but it is not to be, therefore, undersiood that any inercase
of that postage is proposed. [t has lonf been regarded ns
sound public policy to promote the circulation of these
publications by clieap postage; and it may be advisable
to proceed further in this policy, eapecially in promoting
their circulation in the vicinity of their places of publica-
tion, provided no decided injustice be done to the post-
masters wilhin thal same vicinity.
It would be desirable to have & fixed sun granted irom
the treasury for this public service as 10 free matter, and
then the postage so reduced and arranged as to provide
for the :em?iu erli but that 1;e o t;l b 0
the money from the treasury cannot TAWN B L
from | y- is first -*; sted ; nimi. thcroﬁ}u. the only
nafe way is to make reductions of postage {rom time to
time, un{II justice is produced by leaving a balance, to be
annually drawn from the treasury, equivalent to the pub.
lic service performed ; and no extent of reduction which
does not produce this effect is sullicient, so loug as public
service is required 1o be performed free of postage.

What should be the degree or measure of ihe reduc-
tion of postage al this time, is enlirely a question to be
settled by Uongress ; but it is proposed respecilully to
submit what would be the probable effect of one measure
otmnuiun.b . 3 R0 i

most obvious und prominent feature now in our

e is the double price, ten cents, charged on all single
tters carried over three hundred miles. The reduction
of this ten cent posiage, and ing all single letters at
five cents each, w much simplify the manner of ac-
counting, and render the same_both more_facile and per-
fect—would remove the dissatisfaction arising from the
great diflerence in the postage in different ¢ even in
the same vieinity, but separated by this arbitrary line, and
would promote and encourage the corgespondence and in-
tercourse by mail between the most distant parts of the

country, which most need and demand it, in precise pro-
portion ns their other of calion are
slow and unfrequent.

The next inquiry is, what would be the effect of this
reduction on the receipls from postage, and how would it
affect the treasury’

It is not from any retarns or data in the de-
in wi ch precision the number of
e ummﬂ Tl:ln mail uudcl: th...l ) of

ten il the number of ten cent letters were
actually known, it would still be impo.sible to deter-
‘.“i'.'.h"'T'w ol them were ten cent letters from being

nation of intt_dl‘rl:'ﬂu; and ad

it of
no burden for public

From letter postage, including st ps sold - §9,8592 762 62

t . . : 3 A . laid, These viewa are in no wa Gl
Eines : i - -4 und may both be successfully Wzm 4| ihe

The expenditwres during the yoar were :

For transperation of mails - §LATT 40T TI
Com pensation to postmasters - 1 830,581 34
Ship, seambont, and way let-

ters s . - 86,174 45
Wirapping paper - . - 24 936 18
bar-{ (vilioe furnitnre - - - 4,219 69
Advertining . - . 61,818 3+
Mail bags - . - - 20,276 34
Hinnke . - . 0,808 71
Mail locks, koye, md stamnps - 4,556 50
Mail depredations and specinl
agenis - . s . 21,228 o0
Clerks for otfice (ollices ol post
masters) - . . d17T 218 36
Miscellansoas payments - To 487 89

Post otlice laws and regulations

The sppropristions under the F2th section of
the aot of 8d Marcn, 1819, remainiog io the
treasury undrawn, exclusive of the appro-
printions for the past year, already noticed,

the revenue of the past 3’:.!. including the (ormer

% | printions granted to this t for the transport
at g??m m..tletoflhe a.—wmf"

Estimates for the current year ending June 30, 1550.

on all the contracts (as all have now under their

in that section under the contracts made in i 545, incladi
an.uin. Was : *+: - - 8§84
whole cost for service in that section by
the contracts of 1540, is - i a

Making an increase of - . - §08,081
One cause of this is, thal more service is now contract-

transporiation per year, 11,585,825 miles is now perform-

g

mu umu'.n ‘& rvh' % - in

Iroad steamboat service,
:npuﬂn. the expense is iu&mnd. and the transporta-

! | tion amounts t6 nine cents each mile the mail is
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